
Rockland Saint  Andrew’s Chr is t ian  Church   

It has been a banner year for 

the church – our congregation 

has worked together to 

support our mission 

financially, reach out to the 

community, grow in faith and 

build up our fellowship 

together.  

In the early part of the year 

my need for a double bypass 

heart operation  

demonstrated the importance 

of  the ministry of all believers

– and showed how well 

equipped our congregation is.  

Worship, pastoral care , 

fellowship  events and  small 

groups all carried on in the 

weeks that I was 

incapacitated.  I thank you all 

for your prayers and 

encouragement at that time.  

As spring turned to summer, 

we were surprised and 

devastated by the sudden 

sickness and death of Lise 

Baxter.  In the sorrow that 

followed our loss, it has been 

heartening to see the  

congregation’s love poured 

out toward  Rev. Neil and his 

family. The other great loss in 

2015 was the passing of 

Beulah Cameron, at age 99, 

whose death marks the end 

of an era for us. Beulah was 

the first child baptised in this 

building, and served God in 

this community before there 

was a United Church. She 

could remember the  Sunday 

when the minister introduced 

the matter of church union, 

said he thought it was a good 

idea, and called a vote right 

then and there. All seven of 

the congregation voted , ‘yes,’ 

and the rest is history. Though 

Beulah had lived the last few 

years in Brockville, her death 

still leaves a hole in our 

midst. 

We have a hope in Jesus 

Christ, which holds through 

sickness, grief, loss and even 

death.  Every week in this 

community the family of God 

reaches out to friends and 

strangers with the message of 

hope wrapped in loving 

deeds.  Jesus can be the 

Saviour of every wounded 

soul that comes through our 

doors, the redeemer of every 

sinner, he is the firstborn 

from death.  Through  2015 

we have been his 

ambassadors in Rockland. 

Now we set our hearts on 

continuing, and expanding 

this work in 2016. 
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2015 ANNUAL  REPORT  

C H U R C H  B OA R D  

The Church Board serves God by guiding the 

congregation in Christian ministry. 

Our members represent the ministries of 

Worship, Music, Teaching, Pastoral Care, 

Fellowship, Stewardship, Missions and 

Evangelism, Finance and Facilities. They work 

together to ensure that our ministers have the 

resources and the support to serve the Lord 

effectively. 

This year, a major repair expense was incurred 

when we had to remove the crumbling chimney 

and repair the area around it. In the very near 

future, serious consideration must be given to 

Pangborn Hall roof renewal.  

Our finances are considerably improved from 

those of other years, and special thanks go to 

our auditor Jane, assisted by Phil and Brian, as 

they work together to review our financial 

records and systems. PAR has now been put 

into place, enabling our financial team to 

better predict a portion of the offerings. The 

Fellowship Events Team contributed extra 

monies to St. Andrew's this year, as well as 

boosting the community awareness of St. 

Andrew's.  The Board instituted a new budget 

line this year, the Benevolent Fund, to the 

benefit of those in need of our assistance.  

The Story proved a very interesting and 

rewarding exercise for the congregation and 

the associated study group. Still in progress is 

our Church History group. 

Our thanks to all who have supported the 

Board and this congregation in 2015, and we 

ask for your prayers that we may move 

forward in Christ's name in 2016. 

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins 

against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore 

Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on 

Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 5:18–21 



doing. They truly do reach out with the love of 

Jesus to all people. I can assure you that no 

one can do it better or with more love. Thank 

you both, you truly are workers for the Lord. 

The main point of this letter is to reassure you 

that Jean, Jacquie and myself are always 

ready to visit when you would like one. It may 

simply be a visit of caring and love, or it may 

be a visit to help in a situation that is causing 

you pain or anxiety. In all cases, however, 

please know that what you share is always 

kept confidential. 

I do Pray that this new year would be one of 

peace, love and joy as our Lord Jesus shares 

his love with all of us in every situation and 

every day. Remember his gift to you is always 

that wonderful gift: peace, joy and Love 

Dear Friends,  

I write this 2016 annual report from the 

breakfast table of the residence in 

which I now live. This has been a 

challenging year for me, with many 

changes. 

First, I thank Rev Brian, and all of you 

for the love and support I received when 

Lise passed away so suddenly and 

unexpectedly. Without your loving care, 

my life at that time and since then 

would have been unbearable. 

I also have to thank Jacquie and Jean 

for all the Pastoral Care work they have 

picked up and have since carried on 
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R E V .  N E I L  B A X T E R –   
M I N I S T E R  O F  S P I R I T U A L  C A R E  A N D  C O U N S E L L I N G  

YOUR  PASTORAL  CARE  TEAM   

2015 was a full year of many happenings in the life of  St 

Andrew's Christian Church Family. It has been our pleasure 

serving the Lord through working with all of you. Pastoral Care 

Messages were sent out regularly either by email or mail.  Usually 

monthly, if not for each month, for all special occasions i.e. 

Valentine's Day, March Blessings, Easter, Mother's Day, etc. We 

also did our best to keep in contact with the congregation by 

phone calls and visitations. 

Highlights of 2015: 

 The  introduction of giving Prayer Bears to those who are 

ill or in special need of prayer. These would come 

attached with a Special Prayer composed by our beloved 

sister, Lise Baxter. The 1st Prayer Bear went to Sheran 

Kent followed by 8 other deliveries. 

 Appreciation Sunday was on June 28 with cards to each 

person acknowledging the service that they have done for 

the Church Family followed by coffee and a special cake. 

 The Pastoral Care Team meet once a month with Pastor 

Brian. 

 In the fall both Jacquie and Jean took an Advanced 

Pastoral Care Course for 4 Tuesday evenings and their 

certification was renewed. Jacquie retook the 10 week 

Basic Pastoral Care Course on Monday evenings.   

 Jacquie and Jean also served as part of the Fellowship 

Events Committee and its many functions in 2015. It is a 

great way to get to know and work with everyone.   

We hope you will use and enjoy the 2016 Devotional Day 

Planners that have been given out. 

The Members of Your Pastoral Care are: 

Rev. Neil Baxter  Jacquie Hawken Jean Normand  

In Service for Christ 

    -Jean Normand 
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R E P O R T  F R O M  T H E  
M U S I C  C O O R D I N A T O R  

Our Trustees for 2015: 

Walter Dalrymple 

Dr Gordon  McArthur  

Ron Cooper 

          The fundamental func-

tion of the Board of Trustees is 

to obey all lawful orders and 

directions  of the Official Board 

or Church council as they per-

tain to the use and administra-

tion of the lands, premises, 

real property and personal 

property acquired for the use 

of the Pastoral Charge or con-

gregation. 

         Our trustees have met on 

numerous occasions over this 

past year . There have not 

been any major issues that 

have arisen and as such the 

Board is pleased with direction 

our community is heading.  

Looking forward to the coming 

year 

             Your Board of Trustees 

PR ESBYTERY  

This year the Fellowship 

Team hosted fourteen differ-

ent events. Some were sim-

ple potluck lunches, others 

were full served lunches after 

church, and others were din-

ners. Our larger events were 

designated as Fund-Raisers, 

as well as Community Fellow-

ship Builders. The Palm Sun-

day Ham Dinner profits were 

also used to support the an-

nual bursaries we provide to 

Rockland District High 

School. 

In round figures, we contrib-

uted $4300 to the 

church, and welcomed 

750 people into Pang-

born Hall (some of them 

more than once, of 

course, but it's good to 

know how many in total 

have shared the warmth 

and friendship. Our little 

group, with the help of a 

wonderful congregations 

and pastors, is really con-

tributing to God's work in 

Rockland. Praise the 

Lord!  

We were very fortunate to 

have such a dedicated group 

of choir members in 2015; 

dedicated to learning new 

techniques, adjusting to 

electronic accompaniment, 

facilitating leadership in hymn 

singing in the congregation, 

and adding to their choral 

repertoire.  

We have now presented 48 

anthems, and several new 

hymns in the last three years, 

quite a fine record for such a 

small group! Having Muriel 

LeBeau join us was wonderful 

– both for an excellent singing 

voice, and a great team 

member, cheerful and funny 

and a quick learner. It was a 

pleasure to celebrate the 

fifteenth anniversary of choir 

member, Betsy Epps. We 

hosted a number of guest 

presenters this year, male 

barbershop quartets, a guitar 

birthday. 

Although things went very well 

musically this year, the choir 

and I are always open to song 

suggestions and requests for 

favourite hymns. 

I thank this congregation once 

again for inviting me to fill the 

position of music coordinator, 

and look forward to our 

worship together in 2016. 

Respectfully, Jacquie Hawken 

player, and 

soloists, all 

of whom 

enhanced the worship service. It 

was lovely, too, to have these 

guests participate in our coffee 

hour afterwards, both musically 

and socially. 

The grand piano had to be tuned 

twice in 2015, due to 

circumstances of particularly 

cold temperatures.. We are 

hoping to reduce that again to 

once a year, by adding a full-

length insulating cover, which is 

useful as well as most attractive. 

The organ has not needed any 

work at all, which is wonderful to 

report. 

It was an honour to be asked to 

help with the music for two 

funerals this year, our dear Lise 

Baxter, and sadly, Beulah 

Cameron, a long-time member 

just short of her hundredth 

FEL LOW SH IP  EV EN TS  
CO MMI TTEE  In September, I returned to my 

former post of Lay Presbytery 

Representative for St. Andrew’s 

Christian Church.  The regular 

court of Ottawa Presbytery meets 

monthly,  usually on the 2nd 

Tuesday of the month, form 

September through May.  This 

year, I attended the September, 

November, and December 

meetings. 

We open with dinner (usually 

good), followed by worship 

(usually Christian),  then get into 

the meeting.   

It is a point of concern for me, 

and I believe many of us here at 

St. Andrew’s, that one cannot  go 

to these things hoping to enter a 

court  devoted to Christ, 

unequivocally  dedicated to doing 

God’s work in the wider church.  

Case in point, the September 

meeting featured a hymn to the 

pagan goddess Gaia.  It makes 

me think  of  the old tribes of 

Israel; were their mindsets when 

veering into the worship of Baal 

so different? 

 The major topic of discussion 

this year at presbytery was the 

Comprehensive Review.  At the 

42nd General Council, it was 

decided to restructure the United 

Church of Canada from a 4 tier 

system  (pastoral charges, 

presbyteries, conferences, 

general council) into a three tier 

structure (communities of faith, 

regional councils, general 

council).  Much discussion, 

debate, soul searching, 

deliberation, argument, time, and 

paper is being directed to 

working out exactly how this will 

be implemented.  This will all 

lead to a church wide remit.  A 

remit is essentially a referendum, 

where the whole church votes on 

matters affecting the Basis of 

Union or the Twenty Articles of 

Faith.  In this remit, each 

pastoral charge will get a vote. 

I plan to continue as your 

presbytery representative in 

2016 at least until I find 

employment.        

John Douglas. 

TRUSTEES  
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P A N G B O R N  
H A L L  

Pangborn Hall is kept busy with it’s 

own regular church activities and 

groups, and with the surrounding 

community. 

The hall is now in it’s sixteenth year 

of operation. The following is a list 

of groups that use the hall on a 

regular weekly or monthly basis. 

 Sunday School 

 Church Council 

 Men’s Breakfast Group (4th 

Saturday of month) 

 Bible Study (Wednesday 

evenings) 

 Bible Study (Wednesday 

mornings) 

 Seniors Social Club 

 Tuesday Bridge Club 

 Thursday Bridge Club 

 Odawa Scouts 

 Fellowship events 

The Pangborn Hall also hosts a 

variety of private parties through 

the year. 

Nancy Levesque 

Pangborn Hall Activity Scheduler 

The past year the Rockland St. Andrew‘s Christian Men‘s 

Fellowship met 9 times. This is the twelfth year and the monthly 

gathering continues to be well received by all. Financially the 

breakfasts are self supporting. 

All men will continue to be welcomed regardless of what religion 

or congregation they belong to. It is so important that we have 

time together sharing and supporting one another. 

The following identifies our purpose, goals and sense of our 

reasons for gathering together: 

 Our Purpose is to encourage personal excellence, honesty and 

integrity. 

 Our Group is open to all men. 

 Our goals are to strengthen our commitment to our Lord, our 

families, one another and our faithfulness. 

 May we learn to love wastefully/extravagantly. 

Sample of our Agenda 

 Opening Prayer 

 Breakfast 

 Guest speaker  

(when included) 

 Open Discussion 

 Closing prayer 

 

Our 2016 meetings are scheduled for the 4th Saturday of each 

month (except July, August and December) beginning at 9:00am. 

Paul Swan 

C H R I S T I A N  M E N ’ S  F E L L O W S H I P  
( M E N ’ S  B R E A K F A S T  M E E T I N G S )   

Current (2015) Board Membership  

Minister: Rev. Brian Wilkie 

Associate Volunteer Minister: Rev. Neil Baxter 

Board Chair: Sue Bernard 

Board Secretary: Jacquie Hawken 

Caretaker: Pierre Levesque 

Church Secretary: Nancy Levesque 

Music Director: Jacquie Hawken 

Ministry & Personnel: Rudolph Lorrain 

Missions Rep: Open 

Presbytery Rep: John Douglas 

Stewardship: Ray Lebeau 

Sunday School Superintendent: Sue Bernard 

Treasurer: Phil Larabie 

Trustees: Ron Cooper, Walter Dalrymple, Gord McArthur 

 

Nominations for 2016: 

We are considering creating the position of Office Manager, but are still defining the 

position 

Any positions not listed in Nominations will remain the same for 2016.  

NOM I N ATIO N S  

As usual there is not much 

change with the Sunday 

School.  Nancy and I did get 

together with Brian and we 

are teaching the children 

several prayers.  So far we 

have done the Lord's Prayer 

and the Ten Commandments. 

We still only manage to get 3 

to 5 children every 

week.  Once again thanks to 

Nancy for all her work. 

 

Sue Bernard 

February 21, 2016, 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  

Welcome & Thank You 

Election of Chair and Secretary 

Adoption of Agenda 

Review of 2013 AGM Meeting Minutes 

Nominations Report Chair 

Minister’s Report Brian W 

Associate Minister’s Report Neil B 

Presbytery Report John D 

Music Report Jacquie H 

Trustee Report Ron C 

Ministry & Personnel Report  Rudy L 

Missions Report  

Sunday School Report Sue B 

Pangborn Hall Report Nancy L 

Financial Report/Budget Phil L 

Closing  

A G E N D A :  A N N UA L  
C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  
M E E T I N G  
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M I S S I O N S  F I N A N C I A L  STAT E M E N T  

Grief continues long after we experience loss. Please keep praying for our friends who have lost loved ones. In 2015 we lost:  

 Marie Claire Lise Baxter, November 6, 1934 – June 4, 2015, Mother, Spiritual Director, Author, Intercessor, (and Princess of the 

Roman Catholic Church, due to her relation to Cardinal Leger). Wife of Rev. Neil Baxter. 

 Beulah Cameron, January 5, 1916 – Nov 12 ,2015, First child Baptized after the St. Andrew's Rockland Church was built, A Saint 
in our Midst. Mother of Donna Cameron. 

The Memorial Fund was established this year. It is intended to support our regular operations and to help us save for Capital needs of 
the Church. Gifts to the Memorial Fund were made in the names of: 

IN  MEMOR IAM  

M I S S I O N S   
A W A R E N E S S  

Mission Giving Goal 2015 

Carried over from 

2014 2015 Receipts  

Grand Total 

2015* Paid out in 2015 

 Carried over to 

2016 

Opening Balance             

M& S (WDRF)   $186.50 $220 $406.50 $406.00 $0.50 

Special Missions 

(Undesignated)   $1,284.15 $1,729.00 $3,172.14     

Bright Hope $1,000.00   $0.00 $780.57 $775.00 $5.57 

Good News Radio $750.00   $24.00 $609.43 $605.00 $4.43 

Golden Lake Camp $1,000.00   $221.00 $1,001.57 $896.00 $105.57 

Wycliffe $1,000.00   $0.00 $780.57 $775.00 $5.57 

Total Special Mis-

sions $3,750.00 $1,284.15 $1,974.00 $3,172.14 $3,051.00 $121.14 

SACC Food Bank   $635.00 $893.00 $1,485.00 $1,485.00 $0.00 

Benevolent Fund     $1,077.00 $1,077.00 $482.12 $594.88 

Service Charges*     -$130.92       

Interest*     $1.92       

Totals   $2,105.65 $4,035.00 $6,140.64 $5,424.12 $716.52 

*service charges are deducted proportionally from Total Special Missions  and Food Bank before calculating distribution. Interest is 

added. Service Charges include amounts carried over from previous years.  

Memorial Fund Summary Opening Balance $0.00 

Lise Baxter  St Andrew's and Lise's friends  

Louise McArthur Rockland UCW  

Robert Cooper Ron and Jane Cooper  

Kenny Smith Rev Gay Smith  

Clarence and Priscilla Price Ray and Muriel Lebeau  

Beulah Cameron   

Dorothy Vranch   

Rene (Ray) and Irene Lebeau Ray and Muriel Lebeau  

Total Memorial and Bequests  $2,949.34 

In 2016, mission support remained a strong feature of our congregation’s purposes.  

We have kept the congregation aware of our various missions through reporting of 

“Our Gifts at Work” each Sunday morning.  With the strong support of the local Food 

Bank, we are balancing our help to those far off and those who are near. Our new 

Benevolent fund now helps us to address individual situations, as our resources al-

low. The Minister and the Chair of the Board administer the Benevolent Fund jointly. 
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Operating Accounts 2015 Actual 
Proposed 

2016 

Capital Fund     

  Investments $20,120.00 $10,120 

Sub-total capital fund $20,120.00 $10,120 

            

TD Bank #2659 5004645 
    

  Monthly Opening Balance $6,683.66 $14,811 

  Monthly Closing Balances 
  $14,811 

Total Capital Funds 
(Investments & Checking 

Acc.) 

$26,803.66 $24,931 

            

Receipts/Revenue 
($1346.15 

wkly) 
$1,330/wk 

  
Weekly Offerings  (with re-
ceipts) 

$54,479 $69,155 

  
Weekly Offerings  (loose offer-
ings) 

$2,617   

  General Donations $277   

  
Allocated donations (Lise's 
book Dec) 

$130   

  Gifts in Kind (under $1000) $0   

  

M&S donations (paid out dur-
ing the year) Add M$S dona-
tions to Weekly Offerings 

$0   

  UCW     

  *Special Events (Net) $4,440 $4,000 

  *Coffee Fund $0 $0 

  *Devotionals $0 $0 

  
Year End differential equaliza-
tion 

$0   

  
Cancelled checks (for fiscal 
year 2010) 

$0   

  

B-2009=$173.08,  2008=$-
0.07,  2006=$1.00,  
2005=$1.00ank errors 

$0   

  
Weddings and funerals 
(Sanctuary) 

$200 $250 

  Sanctuary Rentals $0 $0 

  *Bequests and Memorials $2,949 $0 

  Sale of assets (pews) $0   

  Investment Interest - GICS $385 $195 

  Cashed in investments $0   

Total receipts/income $65,384 $73,600 

Expenses 
 Actual 

2015 

 Proposed 

2016 

Operational costs $24,569 $29,240 
 Benefits:     
     

Pension / benefits em-
ployer share 

$4,446 $5,000 

 CPP, EI, payroll taxes (to CRA) $2,198 $2,200 
 ADP Payroll / UC Admin 

Charges 
$270 $300 

 Telephone ($50.00/m) $600 $600 
   Minister’s book & continuing 

education allowance 
$700 $700 

 Sanctuary Worship supplies $177 $200 
    Presbytery Assessments 

(Ottawa) 
$2,401 $2,300 

    Sanctuary Building Repairs 
and Maintenance 

$6,291 $1,000 

    Furnishings/Decorations $118   
    Sanctuary Capital Projects $0   
    Hydro (..909) $1,152 $1,300 
    Heating (1/2) $1,772 $1,900 
    Insurance (50%) $1,619 $1,700 
    Grounds keeping/Snow Clearing $1,364 $2,200 
  *Pangborn Hall Account ( - = 

INCOME / + = EXP) 

$1,241 $8,015 

 Programs *Bible studies $196 $0 
    Sunday School expenses $108 $175 
    Pastoral Care $724 $750 
    Outreach $35 $200 
    Music and choir $786 $800 
 Community Bursaries Rockland 

Public High School 
$200 $200 

  Bus Office Office supplies $1,357 $1,200 
    Newspaper ad & printing $22 $25 

  Finance   Refunds/Rebates  
              (HST/GST), (- is positive) 

-$3,273 -$1,600 

    Bank Service Charges $64 $75 
    Bank Errors $0   
Salary - Other than Minister $7,955 $8,050 
 Honoraria Volunteer Associate 

Minister 
$3,600 $3,700 

 Honoraria Visiting Minister (5) $1,050 $750 

 Honoraria Music Director 
($75.00/m) 

$900 $900 

    Secretary ($75.00/m) $900 $900 
    Treasurer ($75.00/m) $605 $900 
    Caretaker ($75.00/m) $900 $900 

$22,101 $32,210 Salary - Minister  (ADP) + Advance 

Housing allowance Minister $9,600 $0 
 Travel Brian ($133.33/m) $1,817 $1,600 
    Neil ($208.33/m) $2,500 $2,500 

Total Expenses $68,696 $73,600 
BALANCE  
             (Total Income - Total Expenses) 
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Assets and Investments 
2015 Actual   

Proposed 

2016    GICs: 

TD 100 day GICs 5 x $2000 @ 1.25% inter-
est , mature Feb. 14, 2014 10,000.00   $10,000 

TD GICs 5 X $2000 @ 1.95%, mature 

Dec. 24, 2015 Cashed in Dec 29, 15 0.00 
    

Petty Cash 120.00   $120 
Total Investments (Stats #28) 10,120.00     
            

Pangborn Hall Account     

Income     

 Donations $0 $0 

 Rentals 3,282  $2,000 

  Fundraising events $0 $0 

 Social Club (Tuesday)(Monthly Soup Luncheon) $1,802 $2,000 

  Bridge club (Thursday) $978 $1,200 

  Men's breakfast group $0 $200 
Total income $6,062 $5,400 
Expenses     

  Heating Hall (natural gas) (1/2) $1,772 $1,900 

  Hydro Hall (#...254) $1,785 $1,900 

  Telephone $643 $840 

  Kitchen supplies/Misc (no consumables) $61 $125 

  
Consumables (Cleaning Supplies, napkins, kleenex, 
etc) 

$69 $300 

  Hall Repairs / Maintenance $810 $1,000 

  Hall furnishings/decorations   $35 $75 

  Hall Capital Projects $0 $5,000 

  Insurance (50% hall) $1,619 $1,700 

  Property Tax $151 $175 

  Water and Sewer $359 $400 
Total expenses $7,303 $13,415 

Pangborn Hall (+ bal = income, - bal = exp) -$1,241 -$8,015 

       

Church Programs   

Bible Studies     

  Revenue 344.00    

  Expenses 147.85    

  Net 196.15  0  

Devotionals     

 Income 0.00    

 Expenses 0.00    

  Net 0.00  0  

Coffee Fund     

 Income 0.00    

 Expenses 0.00    

  Net 0.00  0  

Fellowship - Special events     

 Income 4,931.15  4,000  

  Expenses 491.00    

  Net 4,440.15  4,000  
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Stewardship Report:  
‘Faith, Hope, Love, Peace and Joy’ 

P.O. Box 509 

739 Saint Jean Street 

Rockland, Ontario 

K4K 1K6 

Rockland Saint  Andrew’s  
Christ ian Church  

Church Office: 613-446-5576 

Pastor’s Cell: 613-277-6437 

Church Secretary  

 (Nancy): 613-446-0166 

E-mail: info@rocklandchurch.ca 
 

Serving Jesus in Rockland  

www.rocklandchurch.ca  

Rockland Saint Andrew’s Christian Church is devoted to proclaiming Jesus as the Son of  God and Sav-

iour of  the whole world. We seek to be knitted together in love, and to worship, learn and serve together, 

sharing the good news of  God’s love and salvation with our community. 

We hope you find us a friendly, caring congregation, and that you will join with us as we grow in hope, faith 

and love together. 

Keep an eye on our website for more opportunities to learn, serve,  

and worship. Let God inspire you with new ideas  

about how we can all bless our community and one another. 

The hustle and bustle of preparing for Christmas and ushering in the New Year are now behind us.  

Christmas tree ornaments and decorations have been carefully put away and serious consideration is 

now being given to our New Year’s resolutions.  I don’t know about you, but I find that Christmas and 

New Year’s can be very tiring!  Even though Muriel does most (OK - all) of the work, I still breath a big 

sigh of relief when all of the festive season activities are behind us.  Have you noticed though, how our 

Church and our Christian faith help to calm our thoughts and keep us focused on the real reason for 

Christmas?  What a blessing! 

On the 1st Sunday of Advent, 29 November 2015, we lit the candle of FAITH.  On that date, we were 

reminded that the Lord is good.  His steadfast love and faithfulness endure forever, to all generations.  

On the 2nd Sunday of Advent, 6 December 2015, we lit the candle of HOPE.  As we lit the HOPE candle, 

we prepared for Christ’s coming, to help us share our hope with others.  As Christians, we believe in the 

power of hope to change the world.  On 13 December 2015, the 3rd Sunday of Advent, we lit the candle 

of LOVE.  This candle reminded us of God’s gift of everlasting love.  The Bible tells us the greatest 

blessing is love and because God loves us, we must always love and care for others.  Did you know that 

the word love appears 551 times in the New International Version of the Bible? 

Christmas can be a very difficult time for those who are grieving the loss of loved ones, those who are 

are without work or those who live far from home.  In order to acknowledge this reality, St. Andrew’s 

Christian Church held an evening ‘Blue Christmas’ service on the 15th of December 2015.  Those who 

attended the service found it very meaningful and were comforted by the love and understanding they 

felt from those who surrounded them. 

The 4th candle of advent, the candle of PEACE was lit 20 December 2015.  The candle of peace 

reminded us that Jesus is the Prince of Peace and that His life helps us find ways to share God’s peace 

with others.  The prayer of St. Francis, ‘Lord, make us instruments of your Peace’, asks God to help us be 

peacemakers.  Everyone sang joyfully at the 20 December 2015 evening Carol Service.  The guest 

Quartet, ’The Ottawa Boys’, made the carol singing even more special.  

On Christmas Eve, the Christ candle which represents Jesus, was lit.  The Christ candle is at the centre of 

the wreath, just as Jesus is at the centre of our lives.  This candle’s warm, glowing light brought us JOY 

and reminded us that Jesus is the true reason for the Christmas season.  We prayed that we should 

share His joy with others, so that they too would be filled with His spirit.  The Christmas Eve Worship 

Service was a special time of contemplation and peacefulness. 

The small group that met on Christmas morning to celebrate Jesus birthday and talk about their 

Christmas experienced a thoroughly enjoyable time. 

As we embark upon our New Year journey, let’s live our lives 

the best we can.  Let’s move forward with hearts that are 

overflowing with:  Faith, Hope, Love, Peace and Joy. 

May each and everyone enjoy a Happy, Healthy and Blessed 

New Year in 2016. 

Ray R Lebeau  

St. Andrew’s Christian Church 

Stewardship Representative 

http://www.rocklandchurch.ca

